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ASTONISHING - TRUTH BIBLE MINISTRIES  

We Help Christians    Understand The Scriptures Better  



	ADVANCE STUDY GUIDE #5
	THE SOON RETURN OF CHRIST

	In John 14:3, Jesus said; “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself.” Friends, our world is deeply troubled, spinning out of control, and cannot last on this continued course.  Out of genuine concern for our good, our loving Savior promised to return to this earth to address the growing emergency and gave indications as to when.  "So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors”.  Matthew 24:33.  What things were Jesus speaking of? How will He return, and in what manner?  How can I personally be aware of what to expect?  These are good questions every Christian should be asking, and in this lesson we will examine the scriptures to discover the answers.


	1.
	Can we be positive Jesus will return to this earth the second time?

	
	Answer:  “So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.” (Hebrews 9:28).   “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” (John 14:3). 

	2.
	In what manner will Jesus return the second time?

	
	Answer:  "While they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven" (Acts 1:9-11).  “And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” (Matthew 24:30).  See also (Luke 24:36-43, 50, 51). 

	3.
	Will the second coming of Christ be visible to all men or only to a select group?

	
	Answer:  "Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him" (Revelation 1:7).  "For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be" (Matthew 24:27).

	4.
	Who will accompany Jesus during His second coming?  Why?

	
	Answer:  "When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory." (Matthew 25:31).   “And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” (Matthew 24:31).

	5.
	What purpose will Jesus fulfill at his second coming?

	
	Answer:  "And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be." (Revelation 22:12). "I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." (John 14:3). "And he shall send Jesus Christ ... Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things." (Acts 3:20, 21). 

	6.
	When Jesus comes the second time, what will happen to the righteous?

	
	Answer:  "For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven ... and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord" (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17). "We shall all be changed, ... and the dead shall be raised incorruptible.  For ... this mortal must put on immortality" (1 Corinthians 15:51-53).  "We look for ... the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body" (Philippians 3:20, 21).

	7.
	When Jesus comes the second time, what will happen to the wicked?

	
	Answer:  "With the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked." (Isaiah 11:4). "And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth." (Jeremiah 25:33).  “And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming” (2 Thessalonians 2:8). 

	8.
	How will the earth be affected at Christ's second coming?

	
	Answer:  "And there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great." "And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found." (Revelation 16:18, 20). "I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were broken down at the presence of the Lord." (Jeremiah 4:26). "The Lord maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste." "The land shall be utterly emptied" (Isaiah. 24:1, 3). 

	9.
	What specific information does the Bible provide regarding the nearness of Christ's second coming?

	
	Answer:  To note the season of His return, Jesus outlined several signs.  These events would occur from the time of His ascension to His second coming.

"When ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors" (Matthew 24:33).  "There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down."  "Let them which be in Judea flee into the mountains" (Matthew 24:2, 16).  "For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world" (Matthew 24:21).  "Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened" (Matthew 24:29).  "The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the Lord come" (Joel 2:31).  "And the stars shall fall from heaven" (Matthew 24:29).  "And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory" (Matthew 24:30).

A. The Destruction of Jerusalem - Prophecy: "There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down."  "Let them which be in Judea flee into the mountains" (Matt. 24:2, 16).


Fulfillment: Jerusalem was destroyed in A.D. 70 by the Roman warrior Titus.


B. Great Persecution or Tribulation - Prophecy: "For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world" (Matthew 24:21).


Fulfillment: This prophecy points primarily to the long period of tribulation that took place during the Dark Ages and was instigated by the apostate church.  It lasted more than 1,000 years.  Over 50 million Christians were slain for their faith in this terrible tribulation period.  One writer says the apostate church "has shed more innocent blood than any other institution that has ever existed among mankind." W.E.H. Lecky, History of the Rise and Influence of the Spirit of Rationalism in Europe, (Reprint; New York: Braziller, 1955) Vol. 2, pp. 40-45.


C. The Sun Turned into Darkness - Prophecy: "Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened" (Matthew 24:29).


Fulfillment: This was fulfilled by a day of supernatural darkness on May 19, 1780.  It was not an eclipse.  Timothy Dwight says, "The 19th of May, 1780, was a remarkable dark day.  Candles were lighted in many houses; the birds were silent and disappeared, and the fowls retired to roost. ... A very general opinion prevailed, that the day of judgment was at hand."  Quoted in Connecticut Historical Collections, compiled by John Warner Barber (2nd ed.; New Haven: Durrie & Peck and J.W. Barber, 1836) p. 403.

D. The Moon Turned into Blood - Prophecy: "The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the Lord come" (Joel 2:31).


Fulfillment: The moon became as red as blood on the night of the "dark day," May 19, 1780. Milo Bostick in Stone's History of Massachusetts says, "The moon which was at its full, had the appearance of blood."
E. The Stars Fall from Heaven - Prophecy: "And the stars shall fall from heaven" (Matthew 24:29).


Fulfillment: The great star shower took place on the night of November 13, 1833.  It was so bright that a newspaper could be read on the street.  One writer says, "For nearly four hours the sky was literally ablaze."  Men thought the end of the world had come.  Look into this.  It is most fascinating, and a sign of Christ's coming.  *Peter A. Millman, "The Falling of the Stars," The Telescope, 7 (May-June, 1940) 57.

	10.
	How may we know when we have reached the very last days of earth's history? Does the Bible clearly describe the world and its people in the last generation?

	
	Answer:  “Lk 17:26 And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.  Lk 17:27 They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all.  Lk 17:28 Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded;  Lk 17:29 But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all.  Lk 17:30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed” (Luke 17:26).  "But when ye shall hear of wars and commotions, be not terrified: for these things must first come to pass" (Luke 21:9).  "And there shall be ... upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; ... Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth" (Luke 21:25, 26).  "Even to the time of the end ... knowledge shall be increased" (Daniel 12:4).  "There shall come in the last days scoffers" (2 Peter 3:3).  "They will not endure sound doctrine; ... And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables" (2 Timothy 4:3, 4).  "In the last days ... men shall be lovers of their own selves, ... Without natural affection, ... incontinent, ... despisers of those that are good, ... Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof" (2 Timothy 3:1-5).  "In the last days ... men shall be ... lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God" (2 Timothy 3:1-4).  "Iniquity shall abound" (Matthew 24:12).  "Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse" (2 Timothy 3:13).  "The land is full of bloody crimes, and the city is full of violence" (Ezekiel 7:23).  "And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences" (Luke 21:11).  "In the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits" 1 (Timothy 4:1).

	11.
	How near is the Lord's second coming?

	
	Answer:  "Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled" (Matthew 24:32-34).

	12.
	Does Satan tell falsehoods regarding the second coming of Christ?  How can I avoid being deceived?

	
	Answer - "They are the spirits of devils, working miracles" (Revelation 16:14).  "And shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect" (Matthew 24:24).  "To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them" (Isaiah 8:20).

	13.
	What warning did Jesus give regarding His return?

	
	Answer:  "Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh" (Matthew 24:44).  "And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares" (Luke 21:34).  "But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be" (Matthew 24:37).

	15.
	Do you understand this lesson and accept the truth that Jesus will return soon?  And, are you planning to be ready when He comes?

	
	Answer:   Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
        No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	TEST QUESTIONS

The following statements are either TRUE (T) or FALSE (F).  After consulting the lesson, please check  FORMCHECKBOX 
  the appropriate box to indicate the correct answers.

	1.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	At His second coming Christ will remain in the clouds and call the righteous up to meet Him in the air.

	2.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	When Jesus returns to this earth every eye will see Him.

	3.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	At Christ's second coming the righteous dead will be raised, given immortality, caught up into clouds, and taken to heaven, and the righteous living will be given immortality, caught up into clouds, and taken to heaven.

	4.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	According to biblical signs, Christ will return soon!

	5.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	The wicked living will be slain at Jesus’ second coming.

	6.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	At Christ's second coming He will come in the clouds, all the angels will be with Him, He will not actually touch the earth, and millions will be surprised and lost.

	7.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	At Christ's second coming there will be a devastating, worldwide earthquake.

	8.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	At Christ's second coming there will be strife and falling away from Bible truth, craze for pleasure, moral degeneracy, great famines, increase of knowledge and unrest and upheaval.
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