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ASTONISHING - TRUTH BIBLE MINISTRIES  

We Help Christians    Understand The Scriptures Better  



	ADVANCE STUDY GUIDE #3
	WHO AND WHAT IS THE DEVIL

	Most people have heard of the devil, but do not really know who or what he is.  Many have been misled by pagan mythology that portrays the devil as a red, half-man and half-beast with horns and a tail.  This is by no means true.  The mysterious creature who originated sin has exceptional powers and lives up to his description as the deceiver of the whole world.  He causes us much pain and suffering and remains at the center of the great controversy between good and evil.  In this lesson we will examine the scriptures to learn the astonishing truth about this relentless enemy of peace.


	1.
	With whom did sin originate?

	
	Answer:  “He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning.” 1 John 3:8.  “Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.  By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned.” Ezekiel 28:15, 16.

	2.
	How does the scripture describe the angle that became Lucifer (the devil)?

	
	Answer:  “Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.  Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.  Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.  Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.” Ezekiel 28:12 - 15  

	3.
	Where was the devil when he originated sin?

	
	Answer:  “Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.” Ezekiel 28:14.  “And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.  And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” Revelation 12:7-9.  Jesus said, "I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven." Luke 10:18.

	4.
	What led to Satan’s fall?

	
	Answer:  “Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.  By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.  Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee.” Ezekiel 28:15-17.

	5.
	Where did Satan go when he was expelled from heaven, and what is his attitude toward people?

	
	Answer:  "Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.…… And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child.” Revelation 12:12, 13.  “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour" 1 Peter 5:8.

	6.
	What does the Bible say about the nature and character of Satan?

	
	A.
	He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.  When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.” (John 8:44)

	
	B.
	Called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world. (Revelation 12:9)

	
	C.
	He persecuted the woman (church) which brought forth the man child. (Revelation 12:13)

	
	D.
	He was wroth with the woman (church), and make war with the remnant of her seed. (Revelation 12:17)

	
	E.
	He (devil) taketh him (Christ) up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down. (Matthew 4:5, 6)

	
	F.
	He’s the accuser of our brethren, which accused them before our God day and night. (Revelation 12:10)

	
	G.
	We are taken captive by him at his will. (2 Timothy 2:26 )

	
	H.
	He’s our adversary (devil), as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour. (1 Peter 5:8)

	
	I.
	Put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him (Jesus). (John 13:2, 21)

	
	J.
	Paul said; “Satan hindered us.” (1 Thessalonians 2:18)

	
	K.
	He a devil, working miracles. (Revelation 16:13, 14)

	
	L.
	He (Satan) is transformed into an angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)

	
	M.
	He smote Job with sore boils. (Job 2:7)

	
	N.
	He doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men. (Revelation 13:13)

	7.
	What is it that Satan really wants the most?

	
	Answer:  For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds: I will be like the most High.” Isaiah 14:13, 14.  “Again, the devil taketh him (Jesus) up into an exceeding high mountain, and showeth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them;  And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.”  Matthew 4:8, 9.   “Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.” 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4.

	8.
	How powerful is Satan's ability to deceive?

	
	Answer:  “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world.” Revelation 12:9.  “Rev 16:14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world.” (Revelation 16:14).  2Co 11:14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.” (2 Corinthians 11:14).  “Rev 13:13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men,  Rev 13:14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do.” (Revelation 13:13).

	9.
	How does Satan achieve his obsession to be god and to be worshipped?

	
	Answer:  Satan does anything possible to achieve his objective.  His primary approach is working through people using deception.  He mingles lies with the truth so that his lies are not easily detected.  He tortures, inflicts sickness, disease and suffering.  He rewards wickedness, blesses evil, schemes, bribes, offers false promises, imprisons and he murders.  Following are some examples of his approaches:

He tried to unseat God and fought against Jesus - “Rev 12:7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and his angels. (Rev. 12:7). 

He deceived a third of the angels to rebel against God - “Rev 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” (Rev. 12:8). 

He stole the kingdom of earth from Adam and Eve by deception - “Ge 3:4 said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die…  Ge 3:5 your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:4 & 5).
He promised to return the world back to Jesus if he worshipped him - Mt 4:9 And saith unto him (Jesus) , All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.” (Matthew 4:9).  
He lies and kills - “Jn 8:44 Your father the devil was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth.  When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.” (John 8:44). 

He forces worship by torture - “Da 3:15 fall down and worship the image: but if not, ye shall be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. (Daniel 3:15). 

He conspire and uses high ranking officials - “Da 6:7 All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the counsellors, and the captains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions.” (Daniel 6:7). 

He discourage people - “Rev 1:9 I John, …. in tribulation, and the isle Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.” (Revelation 1:9). 

He corrupts and uses the justice system - “Ac 16:20 And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men, teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being Romans.  Ac 16:22 The multitude rose up against them: the magistrates rent off their clothes, and beat them.  Ac 16:23 When they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison.” (Acts 16:20-23). 

He uses demons and witchcraft -   Rev 12:9 The dragon called the Devil, and Satan, deceiveth the whole world (Rev. 12:9).  Rev 16:13 Unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.” (Revelation 16:13).  

He work miracles -   Rev 16:14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go unto kings of the earth and the whole world.” (Rev. 16:14). 

He uses ministers and presents himself as one of righteousness - 2Co 11:13 Such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.  2Co 11:14 Satan is transformed into an angel of light.  2Co 11:15 His ministers also transformed as ministers of righteousness.” (2 Corinthians 11:13-15).

He mislead and uses the church - “Rev 3:9 I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; come and worship before thy feet.” (Rev. 3:9).

	10.
	Will we ever overcome this evil enemy?

	
	Answer:  Yes - “Thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.  Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffic; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee.” (Ezekiel 28:16–18).  “And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.” (Revelation 20:10).  "Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." (Matthew 25:41)

	11.
	Do you understand this lesson and accept and commit yourself to these truths?  

	
	Answer:   Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
        No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	TEST QUESTIONS

The following statements are either TRUE (T) or FALSE (F).  After consulting the lesson, please check  FORMCHECKBOX 
  the appropriate box to indicate the correct answers.

	1.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	Sin originated with Lucifer.

	2.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	When Lucifer first sinned, he was living on the earth.

	3.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	Lucifer was once, a created angel, full of wisdom, perfect in his ways, perfect in beauty and a covering cherub.

	4.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	As a result of his rebellion, Lucifer was cast out of heaven.  He was the first sinner, and one-third of the angels fell with him.

	5.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	Part of what contributed to Lucifer’s fall is that he wants to be worshiped, to unseat God and to take His place.

	6.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	The devil (Satan) can appear as a heavenly angel, work miracles, is a liar and a murderer, can call down fire from heaven and most people is deceived by him.

	7.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	By telling Adam and Eve they would not die from eating the forbidden fruit, Satan actually accused God of having lied.

	8.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	Satan will be destroyed and sin will not arise a second time.

	9.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	Christ Jesus came into the world to save us from sin and destruction.
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