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ASTONISHING - TRUTH BIBLE MINISTRIES  

We Help Christians    Understand The Scriptures Better  



	ADVANCE STUDY GUIDE #7
	CAN MY DECEASED ONES TALK TO ME

	What happens to a person when they die: do they really go directly to heaven?  The state of the dead is one of the most mystical and misunderstood subjects amongst humanity.  Many are confused about the relationship between the body, spirit, and soul.  In 2 Corinthians 5:8, the Apostle Paul states: “We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.”  Does this text indicate that a person goes immediately to heaven upon death as many believe?  Well, if it does, it further implies that wicked people also go immediately to heaven upon death.  Since Psalms 9:17 says, “the wicked shall be turned into hell”, obviously the believed interpretation cannot be correct.  To learn what is correct regarding the state of the dead, examine this lesson closely and allow the Bible to tell you the astonishing truth.


	1.
	How did we get here in the first place?

	
	Answer:  We were created by God.  "And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul" (Genesis 2:7).

	2.
	What happens when a person dies?

	
	Answer:  They cease to exist   "Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it" (Ecclesiastes 12:7).

	3.
	What is the "spirit" that returns to God at death?

	
	Answer:  Breath "The body without the spirit ["breath] is dead" (James 2:26).  "The spirit of God ["the breath which God gave him,"] is in my nostrils" (Job 27:3).

	4.
	What is a "soul"?

	
	Answer:  Body plus breath.  "And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul" (Genesis 2:7).

	5.
	Do souls die?

	
	Answer:  Yes.  "The soul that sinneth, it shall die" (Ezekiel 18:20).  "Every living soul died in the sea" (Revelation 16:3).  Man is mortal (Job 4:17).  Only God is immortal (1 Timothy 6:15, 16).

	6.
	Do good people go to heaven when they die?

	
	Answer:  No; they go to their graves to await the resurrection day.  "All that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth" (John 5:28, 29).  "David ... is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day."  "For David is not ascended into the heavens" (Acts 2:29, 34).  "If I wait, the grave is mine house" (Job 17:13).

	7.
	When Jesus called Lazarus from the dead, did he return from heaven?

	
	Answer:  No; Lazarus came from the grave.  Jn 11:34 And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see.  Jn 11:38 Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it.  Jn 11:39 Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days.  “Jn 11:43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.  Jn 11:44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin” (John 1134, 38, 39, 43 & 44). 

	8.
	How much does one know or comprehend after death?

	
	Answer:  Nothing.  "The living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.  Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun."  "There is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest" (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6, 10).  "The dead praise not the Lord" (Psalms 115:17).

	9.
	But can't the dead communicate with the living, and aren't they aware of what the living are doing?

	
	Answer:  No.  "So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep."  "His sons come to honour, and he knoweth it not; and they are brought low, but he perceiveth it not of them" (Job 14:12, 21).  "Neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun" (Ecclesiastes 9:6).  Their thoughts have perished (Psalms 146:4).

	10.
	Jesus called the unconscious state of the dead "sleep" in John 11:11-14.  How long will they sleep?

	
	Answer:  Until Jesus returns.  "So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more" (Job 14:12).  "The day of the Lord will come ... in the which the heavens shall pass away" (2 Peter 3:10).

	11.
	What happens to the righteous dead at the second coming of Christ?

	
	Answer:  They are resurrected and changed.  "Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be" (Revelation 22:12). "The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, ... and the dead in Christ shall rise ... and so shall we ever be with the Lord" (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17).  "We shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, ... and the dead shall be raised incorruptible. ... For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality" (1 Corinthians 15:51-53).  "We look for ... the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body" (Philippians 3:20, 21).

	12.
	How will the righteous be raised from death?

	
	Answer:  The three persons of God (Father Son & Holy Spirit) shall call forth the righteous and return to them the breath of life.  “Jn 5:28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,  Jn 5:29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation” (John 5:28 & 29).  “Jn 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life…..” (John 14:6).  “Jn 5:21 For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will” (John 5:21).  “Ro 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you” (Romans 8:11).  “Jn 11:43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.  Jn 11:44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin.  Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go” (John 11:43).  “Lk 8:54 And he put them all out, and took her by the hand, and called, saying, Maid, arise.  Lk 8:55 And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway: and he commanded to give her meat” (Luke 8:54 & 55).  “Lk 7:14 And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still.  And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise.  Lk 7:15 And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak.  And he delivered him to his mother” (Luke 7:14 & 15).

	13.
	Jesus said that Satan was a lair:  what was the first lie he told?

	
	Answer:  You will not die.  "And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die" (Genesis 3:4). "That old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan" (Revelation 12:9).  “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.  When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it” (John 8:44).

	14.
	Why did the devil lie to Eve about death: could this subject be more important than many think?

	
	Answer:  It is one of the cornerstones of the devil's kingdom.  He has worked powerful miracles down through the ages through people who claim to receive their power from the spirits of the dead. (Examples: Magicians of Egypt--Exodus 7:11; Woman of Endor--1 Samuel 28:3-25; Sorcerers--Daniel 2:2; A certain damsel--Acts 16:16-18.)


A Solemn Warning - In the end-time Satan will again use sorcery--as he did in Daniel's day--to deceive the world (Revelation 18:23).  Sorcery is a supernatural agency that claims to receive its power and wisdom from the spirits of the dead.


Posing as Jesus' Disciples - Posing as godly loved ones who have died, saintly clergymen who are now dead, Bible prophets, or even the apostles or disciples of Christ (2 Corinthians 11:13), Satan and his angels will deceive billions.  Those who believe the dead are alive, in any form, will most assuredly be deceived.

	15.
	Do devils really work miracles?

	
	Answer:  Yes.  "They are the spirits of devils, working miracles” (Revelation 16:14).  "For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect" (Matthew 24:24).  Note:  see also (Revelation 13:13, 14) and (2 Corinthians 11:14). 

	16.
	How can God's people not be deceived by the devil?

	
	Answer:   Study the Bible.  "They received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so" (Acts 17:11).  "If they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them" (Isaiah 8:20).

	17.
	In Moses' day, what did God command should be done to people who taught that the dead were alive?

	
	Answer:  They should be executed.  "A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones" (Leviticus 20:27).

	18.
	After being raised in the resurrection, will the righteous ever die again?

	
	Answer:  No!  "They which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, ... Neither can they die any more" (Luke 20:35, 36).  "And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain; for the former things are passed away" (Revelation 21:4).

	19.
	Belief in reincarnation is expanding rapidly today; is this teaching biblical?

	
	Answer:  No!  "The living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing. ... Neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun" (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6).  

Note - After death a person returns to dust (Psalms 104:29), knows nothing (Ecclesiastes 9:5), possesses no mental powers (Psalms 146:4), has nothing to do with anything on earth (Ecclesiastes 9:6), does not live (2 Kings 20:1), waits in the grave (Job 17:13), and continues not (Job 14:1, 2).

	20.
	I am thankful the Bible tells us the truth about death.  I understand this lesson and accept and commit myself to these truths?  

	
	Answer:   Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
        No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	TEST QUESTIONS

The following statements are either TRUE (T) or FALSE (F).  After consulting the lesson, please check  FORMCHECKBOX 
  the appropriate box to indicate the correct answers.

	1.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	The Bible speaks of death as a sleep.

	2.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	The "spirit" that returns to God at death is the breath of life.

	3.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	A person who dies goes to the grave.

	4.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	A soul is a living being.

	5.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	Souls die.

	6.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	The righteous are rewarded at the second coming of Christ.

	7.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	Satan try to deceive people by telling them the dead are not dead so they will believe his miracles and be deceived and lost.

	8.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	Individuals who "communicate" with the dead are actually talking with evil spirits impersonating the deceased.

	9.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	In Moses' day God commanded that all who taught that the dead are alive be killed.

	10.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	A person can be sure he is safe and right by study the Bible prayerfully and carefully and follow it.

	11.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	When a person dies he is dead:  the body dies, the soul ceases to exist, and no contact with the living is possible.

	12.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 T       FORMCHECKBOX 
 F
	Miracles are not always proof that something is of God because the devil also works great miracles.
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